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Professional Development
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) published a book entitled Changing Structure of Food Retailing in Mexico: An Anthropological Study of the Causes and Effects of Trade-Concentration in the Medium Sized City of Citlalicalli through VDM Verlag.
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) published the article “Supermarketization, Consumer Choices, and the Changing Food Retail Market Structure: The Case of Citlalicalli, Mexico,” in Economic Development, Integration, and Morality in Asia and the Americas (Research in Economic Anthropology, Volume 29).
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology), along with Kristiano Raccanello and Patricia Arroyo Martínez, published the article “Decision to Participate and Formation of Gender Based Groups in ROSCAs”, in Economic Development, Integration, and Morality in Asia and the Americas (Research in Economic Anthropology, Volume 29).
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology), along with Kristiano Raccanello, F. Bello Gómez, and M. López Mena, published the article “Financial Markets: Difference in Impoverishment Perception between Formal and Informal Credit Sector”, in Micro-Finance Performance Evaluation and Enterprise Development.
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) along with Kristiano Raccanello, Paola Vega, and Giselle Ortega, presented a paper entitled, “ROSCAs and High Health Expenditures” at the Innovations-Enhancing the Quality of Life International Conference at Loyola College in Chennai, India on January 12th-13th.
· Alex Bezzerides (Biology) attended the International Society of Behavioral Ecology meetings at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY in August 2008.
· Alex Bezzerides (Biology) published a paper in the Journal of Insect Behavior in July titled “Female Promiscuity Does Not Lead to Increased Fertility or Fecundity in an Arctiid Moth (Utetheisa ornatrix)”.
· Julie Bezzerides (World Languages/Chemistry) graduated Summa cum laude with a B.S. in Spanish from UW-Eau Claire in December 2008.
· Julie Bezzerides (World Languages/Chemistry) received a $500.00 Faculty/Student Collaborative Grant for some research on Latina documentarians that she is doing with Dr. Eva Santos-Phillips, a Professor at UW-Eau Claire.
· Nancy Chick (English) was awarded a full-year sabbatical for the 2008-09 academic year.  Professor Chick will be working on a book that builds on her literary studies chapter in Exploring Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind.
· Nancy Chick (English) published an edited volume entitled Exploring Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind through Stylus Publications.  She is now beginning a single-authored book expanding the introductory ideas in her literary studies chapter.
· Nancy Chick (English) was the lead author of “Learning from Their Own Learning: How Metacognitive and Meta-affective Reflections Enhance Learning in Race-Related Courses,” written with two UW System psychology professors and published in January in The International Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  The article examines how students think and feel about their learning in race-related diversity courses and how these responses helped or hindered their learning.  Findings include what helped students learn, cognitive and affective obstacles to learning, and the benefit of exposing students to multiple perspectives, empathy-enhancing activities, and emotional regulation skills.
· Nancy Chick (English), published “Teaching Diversity through Literature: Urging Voyages toward Deeper Understanding” in Getting Culture: Incorporating Diversity Across the Curriculum (Stylus 2009).  In this chapter, she explores how literature—especially works by multicultural authors—can be used to show the experiences of people of color, complementing and deepening the learning that may occur when students are told about abstract theories, remote places, and statistics. She offers four specific strategies for effectively using literature to facilitate deeper learning about diversity: introducing the field of multicultural literary studies, practicing critical multiculturalist literary analysis, situating literature in its cultural contexts, and teaching the conflicts about, between, and within the literature itself.
· Nancy Chick (English) conducted a “Scholarly Writing Institute” at UW-Stout on June 3-4.  Twenty-five faculty members from across the campus attended the two-day workshop in which Nancy led the group through some preliminary prewriting-for-publication activities, identifying potential venues for their work, elements of a good “lit review,” major components of published writing, effective conditions and planning for writing projects, and peer review strategies.
· Nancy Chick (English) was the keynote speaker at “Reaching At-Risk Students: A UW System Workshop” on June 5th in Wausau.  The workshop’s goal was to offer a venue for faculty and staff to exchange ideas, create connections, share strategies and programs, and find out what other campuses are doing to help at-risk students succeed in higher education.  Nancy’s keynote entitled “Shifting Perspectives, Shifting Paradigms” urged participants to shift from thinking about teaching to thinking about learning and to change how they think about the “problems” posted by at-risk students.
· Nancy Chick (English) co-facilitated the 2009 Summer Institute (June 22-26) in Madison for the 2009-10 cohort of UW System Wisconsin Teaching Fellows and Scholars.  With Jane Ewens (her WTFS Program co-director), Nancy led the 30 faculty from across the UW System in preliminary research design, planning, and reflective work as they begin their individual scholarship of teaching and learning projects that are the heart of the WTFS Program.
· Jim Dzimiela (Educational Opportunity Center) attended the Careers Conference in Madison on January 27-28.
· Joel Friederich (English/Communication & Theatre Arts) had an article entitled “Rooted to Place” published as the cover feature in the June 2008 issue of Wisconsin People and Ideas.  The piece is a profile of Superior fiction writer and professor of English at UW-Superior, Anthony Bukoski.
· Joel Friederich (English/Communication & Theatre Arts) wrote his first full-length collection of poetry, Blue to Fill the Empty Heaven, which was published in February by Silverfish Review Press.  The work is being distributed nationally by Small Press Distribution.  Blue to Fill the Empty Heaven was selected as winner of the Gerald Cable Award for a poetry manuscript in 2008.  This collection follows two previously published collections of Professor Friederich’s poetry.
· Joel Friederich (English) was a presenter at the UW Colleges & Extension Colloquium on May 26th at UW-Fox Valley.  He gave a talk to colleagues from around Wisconsin on the Sustainable Literary Program that he founded and directs at UW-Barron County, which provides outreach with literary arts events, programs, and publications for local communities and students throughout Northwest Wisconsin.  Joel also organized and led a roundtable discussion on the vital area of incorporating outreach to K-12 educators and students as part of the efforts of the UW Colleges and Extension to help better fulfill the Wisconsin Idea of providing access and success in higher education to all citizens of the State.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) is the principal investigator of a two year UW Colleges reading project that is taking place on all thirteen campuses of the UW Colleges.  Her work is funded by the Office of Professional and Instructional Development.  This year, she will oversee Phase II of the project that explores the reasons why university students do or don’t read assignments and explores strategies for increasing the likelihood that students will read.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and five professors from UW-Milwaukee, UW-Platteville and UW-Stevens Point co-authored an article entitled “Students’ Metaphors as Descriptors of Effective and Ineffective Learning Experiences” that was published in the October 2008 edition of the journal Practice and Evidence of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) were notified in February that their article, “Barron County Restorative Justice:  The Role One Program Played in Reducing Juvenile Crime and Restoring Lives” will be appearing in the November 2009 “Protecting Children” issue of the journal American Humane.  The article, which is currently being revised for publication, uses case studies and statistical analysis to track the reduction of juvenile crime in Barron County, Wisconsin due to the advent of the Barron Country Restorative Justice Programs, Inc.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) authored an entry entitled “The Right to Learn and Teach Foreign Languages” that was published in The Encyclopedia of the First Amendment by Congressional Quarterly Press.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) and Benjamin Schoening (Music) presented a research paper entitled “Your Song: How U.S. Presidential Candidates Select and Change their Campaign Music to Appeal to the Most Voters” at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual National Conference in Chicago on April 4.  Their paper argues that presidential candidates select campaign songs that appeal to the median voter and that candidates will change their campaign music when they travel to different geographical locations across the country to appeal to a shifting median voter.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) and Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages)  were notified in February that their article, “Barron County Restorative Justice:  The Role One Program Played in Reducing Juvenile Crime and Restoring Lives” will be appearing in the November 2009 “Protecting Children” issue of the journal American Humane.  The article, which is currently being revised for publication, uses case studies and statistical analysis to track the reduction of juvenile crime in Barron County, Wisconsin due to the advent of the Barron Country Restorative Justice Programs, Inc.
· Cary Komoto (Geography) is one of 30 participants from the UW Colleges and Extension taking part in the Leadership Academy, a program whose graduates emerge with a multidimensional perspective and competence needed to meet the challenges of a constantly changing environment, to think strategically, and to act collaboratively as they serve the educational needs of Wisconsin residents.  The program occurs through a series of eight, three-day sessions over the course of two years.
· Sid Konell (Business and Economics) did a presentation on September 18 entitled, “The U.S. Fulbright Program and Opportunities for Ukrainian Educators,” at the Teachers Professional Development within the Context of European Choice of Ukraine Conference.  The conference was held at the Crimean University for the Humanities in Yalta, Ukraine.
· Sid Konell (Business and Economics) did a presentation on China for the faculty and students at the Crimean State University for the Humanities Faculty of Management and Economics in Yalta, Ukraine in December.  His presentation related to a 2007 trip to China where he observed the transformation of China’s planned economy to a globally competitive market-oriented economy.
· Melissa Kozma (Philosophy) presented a paper entitled, “The Politics of Personal Autonomy: Worrying over Women’s Status under Oppression” at the Eastern Division of the Society for Women in Philosophy Conference (“Feminism at the Crossroads”) at John Carroll University in Cleveland, Ohio on March 28th.
· Kathie Mason (Library) participated in the Academic Staff Leadership Conference this summer at UW-Platteville on July 17-18.
· Anthony Millevolte (Chemistry) and Oscar Chamberlain (History) gave the talk “Teaching the Nature of Scientific Knowledge through the History of Science” at the 3rd Annual Best Practices in Science, Math, and Engineering Teaching Conference at UW-Baraboo/Sauk County on May 28th.
· Deb Neuheisel (Foundation) presented a talk entitled “Developing Sustainable Sister Schools” at the Sister Cities International Conference in Kansas City, MO in July. Approximately 70 people attended from the US and other countries, including the Philippines, Ireland, and Morocco.
· Sue Patrick (History) chaired a session at the Northern Great Plains History Conference in Brandon, Manitoba on September 24-27.
· Sue Patrick (History) attended the Annual Convention of the Organization of American Historians in Seattle on March 26-28 and chaired a session on labor history.  The OAH is the premier organization of those who study American history (whether they are located in the U.S. or abroad).  Approximately 500 historians usually attend the annual meeting.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) completed the first semester of his Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in Voice Performance at the University of Minnesota.  As part of his program, he played the role of Leporello in the opera workshop scene production of Don Giovanni. 
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) sang a recital at the University of Tennessee on February 1.  He performed Songs of Travel by Vaughan Williams and Dichterliebe by Robert Schumann.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) sang a recital at the University of Minnesota on February 24.  He performed Songs of Travel by Vaughan Williams and Dichterliebe by Robert Schumann.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) presented a research paper entitled “Your Song: How U.S. Presidential Candidates Select and Change their Campaign Music to Appeal to the Most Voters” at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual National Conference in Chicago on April 4.  Their paper argues that presidential candidates select campaign songs that appeal to the median voter and that candidates will change their campaign music when they travel to different geographical locations across the country to appeal to a shifting median voter.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) performed in the opera Jenufa by Leos Janicek from April 23-26 at the University of Minnesota.
· Zora Sampson (Library) attended the American Libraries Conference in Chicago, IL from July 9th-13th.
· Zora Sampson (Library) will be attending the Harvard Leadership Institute for Academic Libraries in Cambridge, MA from August 1st-7th on a scholarship paid by the American College and Research Libraries.
· Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology) wrote an article entitled, “Why Can’t ‘They’ Just Get Over It?,” that will appear in Kaleidoscope II, a newsletter published by the UW System Institute on Race and Ethnicity.  Professor Tollefsrud’s article discusses the methodology she employs in an interdisciplinary course that helps students understand how the same incident(s) may seem far in the past to one group while much more recent to another – the “elasticity time frame.” She goes on to write about the exercises her students complete in an effort to understand the “magnitude gap” – the differing perceptions of large vs. small effects – of insulting remarks. It is these two concepts, when considered jointly, that Tollefsrud contends go a long way toward addressing the question posed above of why the various historically-oppressed groups do not share the same view point as younger, majority students.
· Tracy White (Biology) spent a day in summer 2008 at the University of Minnesota in the Twin Cities in the lab of Peter Graham learning further techniques for characterizing interactions between prairie legumes and the symbiotic bacteria that fix nitrogen in association with the plant roots. 
· Tracy White (Biology) attended sessions directed at both writing and using case studies for science courses at the National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science’s Annual Conference in Buffalo, NY on September 26-27.
Campus News
· Jim Dzimiela (Educational Opportunity Center) built two wheeled planter boxes with trellises as prizes for an upcoming UW-BC Foundation fundraiser.
· Paulette Ponick (Student Services) went on a working vacation trip to White Mountain, Alaska in July to renovate a house and returned with the first Inupiaq Eskimo from the North Slope to attend UW-BC.
· Barney Slowey (History) has agreed to take over as the men’s basketball coach for the 2008-2009 season.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) served on the Shared Learning Goals Task Force for UW System.
· Sue Patrick (History) has been appointed to serve on the search and screen committee for the new Director of Workforce Equity and Diversity, who will serve both the Colleges and Extension.
· Sue Patrick (History) and the Contemplare Historia club took three students on a history field trip to Minneapolis, MN on November 14.  They toured the Minnesota History Center, seeing several exhibits, including “Vatican Splendors”.
· Danica Oudeans (Art), Benjamin Schoening (Music), and Terry Wiesner (Communication & Theatre Arts) took approximately 40 students and staff on a fine arts field trip to Minneapolis, MN on November 5.  The field trip included the Walker Art Center and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.  The trip concluded at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, where UW-Barron County Alumnus John Paul Gamoke performed in the musical, “The Producers”.
· Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) co-directed the Second Biannual UW-Barron County Chess Tournament on October 23.  Prizes were awarded to the top three finishers, and a total of 18 students, faculty, and community members competed in the event.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) was appointed to the Rice Lake Common Council on December 9th.
· The Phi Theta Kappa honor society held a cookie sale in December to raise money for a child the organization sponsors in Nepal.
· Zora Sampson (Library) has been taking part in the Chancellor’s Task Force on Underfunding.  The Task Force’s goal is to appeal to the UW System to alter the funding formula to give the UW Colleges more money.  They are working on defining areas where the Colleges are underfunded, areas where the Colleges provide added value to the system, and areas where the Colleges would add more value if we had more funding.
· Nancy Chick (English) was invited by the UW System Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Leadership Site to conduct the afternoon portion of the February 20th “Analyzing Written and Spoken Data” workshop in Madison.  The workshop, which consisted of a morning session on quantitative analysis and Nancy’s afternoon session on qualitative analysis of student voices, filled to capacity—30 faculty members from across the UW System.
· David Polichnia (Maintenance), Bill Crisler (Maintenance), and Kelly Cupp (Maintenance) constructed a composting demonstration site approximately half way between the Physical Plant Building and the Observatory on the north side of the campus.  The site, which is approximately 40’ x 20’, includes a wood and wire bin, a wire bin, a home composter, and a tumbler-type bin.  The site includes an informational sign with brochures that explains the concept of composting and how to create a composting site in your backyard.
Community Outreach
· Alex Bezzerides (Biology) led activities on two occasions at the Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary during the summer.  The first was for the UW-BC pre-college 5th graders program and the second was for 90 students from the Webster School District.
· Nancy Chick (English) is serving as the President of the Board for the Friends of the Rice Lake Public Library and is managing the Basement Bookstore.  She has reorganized, advertised, and expanded the bookstore, which sells books for 25 cents to $1.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) delivered a speech entitled “Recent U.S. Supreme Court Decisions and their Impact on the 2008 Presidential Election” at a July meeting of the Rice Lake Kiwanis.

· Paulette Ponick (Student Services) wrote The Pirate Musical which will be staged this fall in conjunction with Peter Schickele’s opera, Oedipus Tex as the first of UW-BC’s Best of Broadway Season.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) gave a speech entitled “Communication through Music: The Musician’s Process and What Musicians Hope to Receive from their Audience” at a September meeting of the Rice Lake Kiwanis.
· Tracy White (Biology) serves on the Board of Directors of the Hunt Hill Nature Sanctuary in Sarona, WI and the Pigeon Lake Field Station in Drummond, WI.
· Terry Wiesner (Communication & Theatre Arts) directed two plays at the Red Barn Theatre: Escanaba in Love (June 18-28) and Tom, Dick, and Harry (August 20-30).
· Alex Bezzerides (Biology) spoke in early October to 50 juniors and seniors from Cameron High School about the importance of math and science in all careers.  Through a lesson about basic molecular biology he stressed the state’s need for qualified people to work in the crime lab to help process the backlog of samples.
· Alex Bezzerides (Biology) spoke in late October in Gretchen Savina’s Careers class at Cameron High School about what it is like being a college professor.  Dr. Bezzerides gave a presentation and answered questions about his educational training, work experience, and time spent overseas as a volunteer.
· Paul Chase (Dean), Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) organized the following election-related events:
· Wisconsin Seventh Congressional District Representative David Obey spoke on campus on October 9.

· Wisconsin Seventh Congressional District candidate Daniel Mielke spoke on campus on October 15.

· Wisconsin State Senator Robert Jauch and Wisconsin State Representative Mary Hubler spoke on campus in support of Barack Obama for president on October 13.  State and local affiliates of the Republican Party were invited to sponsor a similar event at the campus.
· The United Council of UW Students ran a voter registration drive on campus on October 7-8.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) facilitated a presidential debate watching event on campus on October 7.  Professors Hoeft and Kasper led a discussion of those in attendance after the debate concluded.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) answered questions in an interview with Scott Williams of Wisconsin Public Television’s election website, “wisconsinvote.org.” on October 27.  The interview covered the effect electing Obama or McCain would have on the federal judiciary, the pros and cons of a party having a filibuster-proof majority in the U.S. Senate, and the impact of divided government on a president’s legislative agenda.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) delivered lectures about the results of the 2008 presidential election to the Rice Lake Area Men’s Club (November 11) and the Barron County Sunrise Rotary Club (November 18).
· Sue Patrick (History) and the Contemplare Historia club sponsored a talk by Dr. Selika M. Ducksworth-Lawton, Associate Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, on November 11.  Dr. Ducksworth-Lawton’s presentation was entitled “Sun Tzu and the Current Situation in Afghanistan/Pakistan”.
· Nancy Chick (English) has been working with the Barron Area School District’s Strategic Planning Committee to develop a plan for “learning environments.”  Her specific research and action plans have focused on encouraging and improving reading in the middle schools.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) answered questions about the UW-Barron County Charger Chess Club in an interview with The Chronotype in December.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) delivered a lecture about the results of the 2008 presidential election at the December 10th meeting of the Rice Lake Kiwanis.  He also gave a lecture at the Rice Lake Public Library on January 12th about the aftereffects of the 2008 election.  The latter talk included discussion of President-elect Obama’s notable cabinet nominees, Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich’s Senate appointment scandal, and the Minnesota senate recount.
· Tony Millevolte (Chemistry) visited and did a science presentation and demonstrations with a kindergarten class and a 3rd grade class at the Colfax Elementary School on January 6th.
· Paul Chase (Dean), Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) publicized and organized a visit by Representative Dave Obey on February 18th.  Representative Obey spoke about the U.S. economy and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

· Eric Kasper (Political Science) answered questions in an interview for The Chetek Alert newspaper on January 20th.  The interview centered on jail overcrowding in Barron County and how local overcrowding problems reflect larger statewide and nationwide trends related to changes in sentencing structures and sentencing philosophies.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) organized a campaign event with Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson on February 27th.  Abrahamson gave a lecture about the Wisconsin court system and also discussed her reelection campaign.  Abrahamson’s opponent in the April 7th election, Jefferson County Circuit Court Judge Randy R. Koschnick, was also been invited to make a similar appearance at UW-Barron County campus, but has not yet accepted the invitation.
· Sid Konell (Business and Economics) gave a public talk entitled “Sharing a Ukraine Experience” on February 6th.  Professor Konell, who recently returned from Yalta, Ukraine where he served as a Fulbright Visiting Professor, spoke about the cultural differences between the Ukraine and the U.S. including socialization, shopping experiences, fashion, navigating the language barrier, architecture, art, travel challenges, religion, and the people.
· Tracey Mofle (ESFY Coordinator) organized “Building Our Local Food Economy:  Nourishing Northern Wisconsin,” a local food system development conference aimed at bringing community members together to explore the increasing demand for local and organic food.  The conference occurred on January 31st in Spooner.
· Tracey Mofle (ESFY Coordinator) is organizing the 2009 Building Sustainable Communities Film Festival series at UW-Barron County.  Films shown include The End of Suburbia (February 19th), The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil (March 5th), Who Killed the Electric Car? (March 19th), The Dirt on Farmer John (April 2nd), and King Corn (April 16th).
· Tracey Mofle (ESFY Coordinator) is helping to organize the Growing for Local Markets Workshop Series during the month of March.  This workshop series is connecting local farmers with regional farmers and providing case study information on how to plan, market, and enhance their farming/growing operations.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) organized the first annual “Blue Hills Choral Clinic” on February 27th with guest clinician J. Edmund Hughes.  There were four area high school choirs that participated in the clinic including the Cameron and Chetek high schools.
· Tom Franz (Chemistry) gave a talk entitled “Exploring China’s Air Quality and Climate Change” on April 21 as part of “Earth Week at UW-Barron County.”

· Kelli Johnson (Admissions/Youth Outreach), Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages), Chris Steines (student), and Joel Friederich (English) organized the 2nd annual Poetry Slam Competition featuring area high school students on April 22.  The event attracted 165 students from nine area high schools with 65 students actually participating in the competition.  In the competition, students perform original work and are judged on their performance/interpretation.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) delivered a lecture entitled “The Wisconsin Supreme Court: History, Powers, and Elections” at the Trego Town Hall on March 24.  In the talk, he discussed the formation and growth of the state court system, the different levels of Wisconsin courts, and the judicial selection methods.  Special emphasis was placed on the politics of recent Wisconsin Supreme Court elections.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) chaired the Rice Lake Government Reorganization Ad Hoc Committee from February 2009 to May 2009.  This committee was formed with two purposes in mind: (1) to deal with an immediate problem of reorganizing the city government in the short term due to some key retirements and the lack of budgetary ability to rehire those positions, and (2) to produce a long term vision of how the city government of Rice Lake should be organized to be both effective and fiscally efficient.
· Tracey Mofle (ESFY Coordinator) organized the 2009 Paying It Forward:  Eco-Municipality Earth Day Contest.  In this contest, student teams created a sustainable food and/or energy system vision/concept/demonstration for their local community.  Prize money was awarded to the top three teams in each of the categories.  Judging of the submissions took place on April 20 at UW-Barron County.  State Senator Bob Jauch and State Assembly member Mary Hubler spoke at the event.
· Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) co-directed the Third Biannual UW-Barron County Chess Tournament on April 16.  Prizes were awarded to the top three finishers, and a total of 19 students, faculty, and community members competed in the event.
· Nancy Chick (English) helped Barron’s Riverview Middle School conduct 8th-grade exit interviews in early May.  In these interviews, graduating 8th-grade students show their learning portfolios while explaining what they’ve learned at Riverview and how they’re prepared for high school.
· Nancy Chick (English), the President of the Friends of the Rice Lake Public Library Board, just learned that the Friends won the “Best Friends Award” from the American Library Association in three categories: membership brochures, book sales (for the Basement Bookstore), and websites.  Nancy designed the brochure and the website, and she manages the bookstore; her husband Peter designed the bookstore sign and the graphic on the website.
The Science and Math Seminar Series
organized by Tracy White, Alex Bezzerides & Tracey Mofle      
· September 12.  Christian Cold, a wildlife technician and educator for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, gave a talk entitled “Wildlife and Plant Ecology in Wisconsin”.  His talk also featured a great horned owl and a red tailed hawk.
· October 3.  Dr. Gerald Niemi, Professor of Biology and a Senior Research Associate at the Center for Water and the Environment at the Natural Resources Research Institute at the University of Minnesota-Duluth, gave a talk entitled “Conservation and Ecology of the Canada Lynx in the Western Great Lakes Region”.
· October 31.  Patrick Walsh, Co-Director of the UW-Extension Solid and Hazardous Waste Education Center, gave a talk entitled “Why the Bio-Economy Is Inevitable and Where It May Be Going”.  Walsh, an environmental and energy specialist, is a professor with the Department of Biological Systems Engineering at UW-Madison/Extension.
· November 14.  Dr. Molly Jahn, Dean of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, gave a talk entitled “The Wisconsin Idea in the 21st Century”.
· February 20.  Dr. Kelly Cain, Professor of Environmental Science and Management at UW-River Falls, gave a talk entitled “The Natural Step in Pursuit of Sustainable Communities”.
· April 24.  Dr. Paul Thomas, Professor of Physics and Astronomy at UW-Eau Claire, gave a talk entitled “Comets and the Origins and Evolution of Life.”
· May 1.  Dr. Winnifred Bryant, Professor of Biology at UW-Eau Claire, gave a talk entitled “Environmental Estrogens and Gene Activation in the Pituitary Gland.”
The Public Affairs Lecture Series   

· September 17.  Howard Schweber, a professor of political science at UW-Madison, gave a speech entitled "What Does the Constitution Demand of Us?"  Free pocket copies of the U.S. Constitution were distributed at the event in celebration of Constitution and Citizenship Day.
· November 7.  Eric Kasper (Political Science) gave a talk entitled “Reflections on the 2008 Elections: What Happened and Why”.  He discussed the results of the November 4 elections, including the presidential race, congressional races, and Wisconsin legislative races.
· May 6.  Dr. Jeanine Weekes Schroer, Professor of Philosophy in the Department of English and Philosophy at Arkansas State University, gave a talk entitled “Insufferable Cruelty:  Fighting Words, Intimacy and Backdoor Racism.”
Awards
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) received a Campus Reading Seminar Grant from the UW System Institute on Race and Ethnicity for 2008-2009.
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) received a UW Colleges 2009 Summer Research Grant for a project entitled “Exploring the Economics of Mexican Households in Barron County.”

· Nancy Chick (English) was awarded a year-long sabbatical for the 2009-10 academic year.  During this time, she will write a book on teaching the skills and habits of mind of literary studies in the literature classroom. Writing this book will help strengthen her teaching, and the book itself will help other literary teacher-scholars improve their approaches as well.  This project extends and deepens some of Nancy’s previous Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) projects, as well as the chapter beginning this topic in her co-edited book Exploring Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (Stylus 2009).
· Joel Friederich (English/Communication & Theatre Arts) and his wife Lee and their two sons are living in Tokyo, Japan, during the 2008-09 academic year.  Lee is researching Japanese women’s poetry on a Fulbright Fellowship; Joel is teaching two online courses each semester with the UW Colleges online program, as well as serving on committees and developing grant applications to support literary arts programming at UW-BC.  Joel has also applied for a National Endowment of the Arts grant to support creative writing while in Japan.
· Joel Friederich (English/Communication & Theatre Arts) was awarded a $5,496.00 grant by the Wisconsin Humanities Council to expand the Sustainable Literature programming at UW-Barron County next year.  Professor Friederich’s plans include a pilot writer-in-residence program in K-12 school districts, a spring literary fest and high school poetry slam, and a fall visiting author series.  The funds will also be used for publishing the Red Cedar magazine and a special edition of creative writing by area K-12 students.
· Joel Friederich (English) has been awarded, through juried competition, two public readings in 2009-10 of his newly published poetry collection, Blue to Fill the Empty Heaven.  Joel has been selected to read his work at the Wisconsin State Book Festival in Madison in early October, and at UW-Marathon County, as part of the College’s Lecture and Fine Arts Series, in late March.  Blue to Fill the Empty Heaven, Joel’s third collection of poetry in print, was selected as winner of the Gerald Cable Award and was published last February by Silverfish Review Press; the book is available nationally through Small Press Distributors.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) traveled to Africa in summer 2008 as part of a Fulbright-Hayes Summer Abroad program.  She was one of fifteen educators from across the United States chosen to participate in this six-week program in Morocco.  Hoeft, as part of her Fulbright project, is conducting research on the role of Moroccan women as seen through the eyes of Moroccan children.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) received a 2008-09 Arthur M. Kaplan Award.  They were recognized their creation of an interdisciplinary course that combined political science concepts with small group discussion.  During the fall semester, Kasper and Hoeft also collaborated on programs and forums that gave students, faculty, and community members opportunities to learn about the 2008 presidential election.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) and Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) received a 2008-09 Arthur M. Kaplan Award.  They were recognized their creation of an interdisciplinary course that combined political science concepts with small group discussion.  During the fall semester, Kasper and Hoeft also collaborated on programs and forums that gave students, faculty, and community members opportunities to learn about the 2008 presidential election.
· Cary Komoto (Geography) is a member of a team that is receiving approximately $7,000 in grant monies from the UW Colleges/UW-Extension Program Innovation Fund to implement the project, “Food Waste Composting on Campus”.  He will be the on-site campus coordinator for the project, which will compost cafeteria food waste that would have been sent to landfills for disposal.
· Sid Konell (Business and Economics) was a Fulbright Scholar for the fall 2008 semester in Ukraine.  He served as a visiting professor of business at Yalta Management University and Crimean State University for the Humanities in Yalta, Ukraine.  At each of the campuses he taught "Advanced Marketing with an International Focus."  He also served as the business English advisor at "The Center for International Cooperation" at Crimean State University for the Humanities and the Languages Department at Yalta Management University.
· Sue Mofle (English) was awarded a Reaching At-Risk Students Grant to offer a bridge program to provide new English language learners with an orientation, student engagement activities, and continued support during their first college semester.  The program will bring together instructors, students, counselors, and tutors and will help the campus explore and develop new ways to recruit, support, and teach a growing multilingual student population.
· Terry Wiesner (Communication & Theatre Arts) was nominated for multiple Barney Awards in December for his work at the Red Barn Theatre in the summer of 2008.  The Red Barn Theatre’s 47th season was dedicated to Terry.
· The Annual UW-Barron County Outstanding Service Awards were presented on May 20th to the following individuals 
· Student Outstanding Service Award: Terry Harte.
· Administrative Academic Staff Outstanding Service Award:

· Jeanne Healy (Student Services).

· Kelli Johnson (Admissions/Youth Outreach).

· Tracey Mofle (ESFY Coordinator).

· Instructional Academic Staff Outstanding Service Award: Susan Mofle (English).

· Faculty Outstanding Service Award: Eric Kasper (Political Science).

· Classified Staff Outstanding Service Award: Julie Rankin (Business Office).

· Community Member Outstanding Service Award: Deborah Neuheisel-Smith (Foundation)
The Music Program under the direction of Benjamin Schoening
♫
· October 22.  Peter Fletcher, a Carnegie Hall performer and classical guitarist, offered a free classical guitar recital.  Mr. Fletcher informed the audience about compositional techniques and explained how classical guitar music fits into the 21st century.
· November 6.  A music student general recital was held in the Fine Arts Gallery.  Five students performed.
· December 4.  A music student general recital was held in the Fine Arts Gallery.  Five students performed.
· December 4.  The Northwinds Brass Band performed a Holiday Festival Concert at Bethany Lutheran Church in Rice Lake.
· December 7.  The Red Cedar Choir gave two performances of their holiday Concert “My Song in the Night” at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Rice Lake.  Under the direction of Benjamin Schoening (Music), the choir performed “Fum, Fum, Fum,” “Glory to God,” “All is Well,” “Carol of the Bells,” “My Song in the Night,” and “Hope for Resolution.”
· December 9.  The UW-BC Communiversity Symphonic Band presented their Fall Concert.  Under the direction of conductor Mike Joosten (Music), the Communiversity Band performed “Introduction and Dance for Tuba and Band” by J. E. Barat, “Concertino for Tuba and Band” by James Curnow, “Jupiter” by Gustav Holst, “Of Strength and Peace” by George Farmer, “The Turtle’s Retort” by Frank Bridge, “March from Symphonic Metamorphosis” by Paul Hindemith, “Crown Imperial” by William Walton, and conclude with “C’est Noel” by Andre Jutras.
· February 1.  Benjamin Schoening sang a recital at the University of Tennessee.  He performed Songs of Travel by Vaughan Williams and Dichterliebe by Robert Schumann.
· February 24.  Benjamin Schoening sang a recital at the University of Minnesota.  He performed Songs of Travel by Vaughan Williams and Dichterliebe by Robert Schumann.
· April 4.  Benjamin Schoening conducted the Red Cedar Choir spring concert in the Fine Arts Theatre.  The program featured Schubert’s Mass in G, “Be Not Afraid” by Nystedt, “Danny Boy” by Flummerfelt, “Passage” by Z. Randall Stroope and “May You Rest” by Schoening.
[image: image1.wmf]The Best of Broadway Series under the direction of Terry Wiesner
· “Oedipus Tex” and “The Pirate Musical” – October 23-25
· “A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol” – December 4-7
This production was a hilarious spoof of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”  The play takes the audience to Bunyan Bay, Minnesota and, as the story unfolds, Gunner Johnson falls through the ice, goes into a coma, and is met by folk legend Sven Yorgensen.  Sven visits Gunner as the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future.
· “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged)” – March 12-14
Three guys, one dead playwright.  All 37 plays in 97 minutes.  In this universally acclaimed theatre experience, three actors manage to compress the complete works of Shakespeare into a high-speed, over-the-top, irreverent romp through the Bard’s plays.  Cast members included David Michelson of Chetek as Adam Long, Jackson Liedl of Barron as Daniel Singer, and Jeff Martin of Chetek as Jess Winfield.
Student Art Shows under the direction of Danica Oudeans
· A fall student art show runs in the Fine Arts Gallery from October 23-December 22.  Pieces include 2D designs from student artists.
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