UW-Barron County “Above & Beyond” Foundation Report
June 2009 – July 2010
Professional Development
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) submitted a successful Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) proposal on Diversity and Threshold Concepts.

· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) completed final revisions for an article that they wrote for publication by the peer-reviewed journal American Humane.  The article is entitled “Barron County Restorative Justice:  The Role One Program Played in Reducing Juvenile Crime and Restoring Lives.”  The article will appear in the December edition of the journal.
· Tracy White (Biology) was the leading author of an article published in the American Society for Microbiology’s Journal of Microbiology & Biology Education.  The article is entitled “The Use of Interrupted Case Studies to Enhance Critical Thinking Skills in Biology.”  The article reveals that case studies have broad utility in the classroom.
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) is the team leader of a lesson study project that examines transitional skills (skills that go from one course to another) within the mathematics department.  The project will look at how skills are presented to students, if consistency across courses is beneficial, and if consistency improves student retention of these skills.  This research will be done in MAT 091, 105, and 110.
· Lee Friederich (English) presented a paper entitled, “The Woman with the Exploding Breasts: Wondrous Stories of Itô Hiromi” as part of a panel on Japanese historical fiction at the Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs.  The conference was held at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio on October 16-19.

· Sue Patrick (History) was on a panel at the Northern Great Plains History Conference in St. Cloud, Minnesota, which took place on October 14-17.  She commented on two papers: one about the reaction of German-Americans to the rise of Hitler and another about the development and delivery of the “shoot-on-sight” Fireside Chat delivered by Franklin Roosevelt in September 1941.
· Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology) gave a brownbag presentation on December 14 entitled “New Neighbors? Mexicans in Barron County.”  Dr. Anand presented a summary of findings from his summer 2009 research project, in which he conducted exploratory research that was funded by the UW Colleges Summer Research Grant and the UW Colleges Department of Anthropology and Sociology Professional Development Funds.  Based on survey data and in-depth interviews with over a dozen Mexican families, this presentation focused on the spending patterns of Mexican households and their educational needs as a minority ethnic population in Barron County.
· Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology) attended a webinar on November 19 on the new requirements for Responsible Conduct in Research by the National Science Foundation.  Dr. Tollefsrud was selected to do this because she is the current chair of the UW Colleges Institutional Review Board (IRB) and a member of the IRB Working Group, which is involved in updating the UW Colleges research-related policies.
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) attended the Analyzing Written and Spoken Data Workshop in Madison in February.  The workshop was sponsored by the UW System Leadership Site for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL).
· Nancy Chick (English) is soliciting chapter proposals for a new book under contract with Stylus Publications.  Due out in the fall of 2011, the book builds on 2009’s Exploring Signature Pedagogies (Gurung, Chick, & Haynie, eds.) and will be called Exploring More Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (Chick, Haynie, & Gurung, eds.).  More information is available on the book’s website (http://sites.google.com/site/signpeds2/), which will be updated throughout the publication process.

· Tony Millevolte (Chemistry) hosted twelve Ladysmith High School Advanced Chemistry students and their teacher, Paul Frank, on March 7th.  Dr. Millevolte directed them in a laboratory exercise for 2 ½ hours and later worked with the teacher on the data analysis through email.  Swapnil Tripathi (Physics) performed physics demonstrations and activities with the students for about 45 minutes.

· Danica Oudeans (Art) has been presenting her sole exhibition entitled “Connect/Disconnect.”  The exhibition has been displayed at UW-Manitowoc (February 2010) and UW-Marathon (March 2010), and it will be displayed at UW-Waukesha (September-October 2010) and the Eau Claire L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library Art Gallery (October-November 2010).

· Danica Oudeans (Art) was accepted to present her “Connect/Disconnect” Project at the 2010 Annual Women’s Studies Conference at UW-Whitewater.  The presentation will discuss artistic, social, biographical, and historical influences upon the 15 drawings comprising the “Connect/Disconnect” exhibition.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) presented a session entitled, “Students Find Their Political Voice through Collaboration,” at the UW System President’s Summit on Excellence in Teaching and Learning in Madison on April 30.  Hoeft and Kasper talked about their interdisciplinary course, which combines a group discussion class and a political science class.  The course empowers students to teach others, through classroom discussions, about the political topics that they have researched.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) presented a research paper entitled “Within the Framework of the Law: Supreme Court Decision-Making in Enemy Combatant Cases” at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual National Conference in Chicago on April 22.  In his paper, Dr. Kasper argues that Supreme Court justices base their enemy combatant decisions of 2004-2008 in part on ideology but also on legal factors and other institutional norms and concerns.
· Nichole Kathol (Communication & Theatre Arts) successfully defended her doctoral dissertation on April 23 at the University of Kansas in Lawrence.  Her dissertation is titled, The Power of Christ Compelled Her: The Intersectional Identities and Cultural Logic of Bishop Alma B. White.  In her dissertation, Dr. Kathol analyzes the autobiographical rhetoric of feminist fundamentalist white supremacist Alma White.
· Anthony Millevolte (Chemistry) published a paper entitled, “Nuclear Stability and Nucleon—Nucleon Interactions in Introductory and General Chemistry Textbooks,” in the Journal of Chemical Education.  In his paper, Dr. Millevolte described the common errors and omissions that currently exist in chemistry textbooks on the subject of the atomic nucleus.  He then provided a description of the atomic nucleus as it is currently understood by nuclear scientists so that authors and teachers more accurately describe these concepts in their textbooks and classrooms.  The Journal of Chemical Education is published by the American Chemical Society and is the most well-known journal of chemical education.
· Anthony Millevolte (Chemistry) and Oscar Chamberlain (History) published an essay entitled, “Teaching Old Controversies before New: The Galileo Affair and the Darwinian Revolution,” in Perspectives on History, the central news magazine for the American Historical Association.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) played the role of Papageno in the University of Minnesota Opera Theatre Production of Die Zauberflöte (The Magic Flute) on April 15-18.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) did a ten day tour of the Ukraine and Czech Republic (April 28-May 9), where he gave three solo recitals with Tyler Wottrich and taught two vocal master classes.
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) attended the Analyzing Written and Spoken Data Workshop produced by the UW System Leadership Site on February 26th in Madison.
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) was part of a panel presentation at the Mathematical Association of America’s Wisconsin meeting in Oshkosh on April 16th.  The presentation was entitled, “SO TELL me how to conduct mathematical research on classroom learning and teaching practices.”

· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) attended MayDay 2010: Innovative Teaching and Learning at UW-Stout on May 24th.

· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) attended Key Curriculum Press’s webinar, Exploring Families of Functions with The Geometer’s Sketchpad, on July 19th.
· Nancy Chick (English) presented a poster session entitled, “The Humanities Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Poster: Representing Humanist Meaning-Making,” at the UW System President’s Summit on Excellence in Teaching and Learning in Madison.  In this poster, Dr. Chick’s goal was to offer alternatives to the traditional academic conference poster common in the sciences and social sciences, so her colleagues in humanities-based disciplines (such as literature, philosophy, and history) would be able to present their work alongside their science colleagues.  Her poster offered several revisions to the conventional poster to reflect the specific ways of generating and representing knowledge more common in the humanities.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) published his first book, entitled To Secure the Liberty of the People: James Madison’s Bill of Rights and the Supreme Court’s Interpretation (Northern Illinois University Press). The book explores Madison’s political theory when he drafted the Bill of Rights and compares it to how Supreme Court justices have used Madison as an authority when deciding relevant cases.
· Sue Patrick (History) attended the Agricultural History Society’s annual conference in Winter Park, Florida, on June 10th-12th.
· Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology) coordinates a research group in her department that meets each summer.  The group started with four members and has now grown to seven members of the psychology department.
Campus News

· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) was invited to serve as judge for the Government/Community Relations Project sponsored by the National Council for Marketing and Public Relations.
· Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology) was elected President of the Children’s Services Board of Barron County.  The Board oversees family support, birth to three, mental health, and other children’s services.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) is serving on the Transition Program Planning Committee for the Wisconsin Institute for Public Policy and Service (WIPPS).  The Transition Program Committee will (1) identify and populate 3-4 statewide advisory committees to focus on public deliberation, service-learning/civic engagement, and a 2-3 year program theme;  (2) contribute ideas towards and help recommend programming for a future theme that will guide grant-writing and programming for the next 2-3 years; (3) move toward the creation of an online journal for public scholarship and a statewide youth leadership program.
· Sue Patrick (History) served on the search and screen committee for the Chief Diversity Officer of the UW Colleges and UW Extension.  The committee interviewed candidates in Madison during the first two weeks of November.
· Terry Wiesner (Communication & Theatre Arts) was elected to the Board of Directors of the Red Barn Theatre.
· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) organized the Cross County Ski Club for faculty and staff in February 2010 and organized the Run-Jog-Walk Club for faculty and staff in March 2010.
· Jim Dzimiela (Educational Opportunity Center) attended the Careers Conference in Madison on January 25-27th with student Abdifatah Kofiro.  Based on what they learned at the conference, the two of them are presenting career workshops at area schools, jails, and correctional centers.
· James Connell (Physics) calculated wind energy measurements over the first 200 days since wind measurements began at the UWBC Wind Ridge Site.  He estimated that a wind turbine with a four meter rotor that is 50 feet high would generate 900 Kilowatt hours of energy at that location in that amount of time.
· Noreen Ferrari (Physical Education) was part of the organizing committee for the Barron County Walk/Run for Cancer on April 24.   Five staff members and 15 students participated in the event and raised over $1,200 for the American Cancer Society’s local needs.
· Jim Dzimiela (Educational Opportunity Center) hired, Stephanie Falch, an Americorp intern for the 2010-11 school year.  The EOC’s mission for next year is partnering with Marshfield Clinic and Great Lakes Higher Education to provide educational opportunities to more Spanish speaking adults in the area.  Falch is bilingual in Spanish and she will assist Dzimiela to serve Head Start programs in Barron, Rush, Washburn, and Sawyer counties.
· Benjamin Schoening (Music) had a recital he gave at the University of Tennessee broadcast on radio station WUOT on June 14th.
Community Outreach
· Joel Friederich (English) is facilitating a continuing education multi-session literary discussion and writing group entitled “Finding the Author’s Voice” on Thursday evenings from 5:30 – 6:45 p.m. from September 3 through December 17.  The class focuses on the works of four visiting authors who will each visit the class; they are Sean Hill, Denise Sweet, Kao Kalia Yang, and Anthony Bukoski.
· Lee Friederich (English) is facilitating a free ten-part Japanese Film Festival entitled “A Monster, Two Waifs, and An Old Man on a Swing: A Tokyo Story in Film.”  All viewing sessions will be held on Monday evenings in room 234 Ritzinger Hall beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Dates and film titles are September 14: “Interior Design” and “Shaking Tokyo;” September 21: “Tokyo-Ga;” September 28: “Tokyo Chorus;” October 5: “Tokyo Story (Tokyo monogatari);” October 19: “To Live (Ikiru);” November 2: “Godzilla;” November 16: “Grave of the Fireflies (Hotaru no haka);” November 30: “Akira;” December 14: “Tampopo;” and December 21: “Tokyo Sonata.”  Lee and her family returned to the area this summer after spending a year teaching and studying in Japan.
· Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages) presented small group discussion skills during the BRIDGE program, a UW-Barron County program spearheaded by Sue Mofle (English).  The program is designed to introduce Somali and other international students to the rigors of a university education.
· Barney Slowey (History) co-facilitated a Masters Degree program in Collaborative Educational Leadership for Fielding Graduate University at UW-Barron County which graduated 33 teachers.  The program is welcoming another learning community of 40 for this year.  Barney also co-facilitated another community in Kimberly which graduated 24 teachers, and he just started a learning community in Pulaski with 22 teachers.
· Nancy Chick (English) will be one of the writers for The Chronotype’s new column “The Ink Blog.”
· Lee Friederich (English), Judy Barisonzi (English), and Joel Friederich (English) read their own poetry and the poetry of others on October 22 when the author scheduled to read poetry as part of the Sustainable Literature Visiting Author Series was unable to attend.

· Joel Friederich (English) read poetry from his recently published book “Blue to Fill the Empty Heaven” in the UW-BC Commons on Monday, September 28.  The work, which was published in February 2009 by Silverfish Review Press, won the 2007 Gerald Cable Book Award.
· Tony Millevolte (Chemistry) gave a presentation and demonstrations to the chemistry class at Bruce High School on September 24.  Later that day, he visited the Brice Elementary School and gave presentations and demonstrations to two 4th grade classes (combined) and then to two fifth grade classes (combined).

· Danica Oudeans (Art) gave a brownbag presentation on her “Connect/Disconnect” series of drawings on October 19.  Her drawings are part of a research project funded by one of the 2009 UW Colleges Summer Research Grants.  The drawings explore the visual language of drawing and its relationship to social norms.
· Danica Oudeans (Art) coordinated the first UW-Barron County Art Fest for high school students on November 6.  Multiple schools participated in the event, which featured a lecture, an awards ceremony, and showcasing of student artwork.  The keynote lecture, “What makes Good Art?”, was given by Jill Olm, assistant professor of painting and drawing at UW-Eau Claire
· Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) co-directed the Fourth Biannual UW-Barron County Chess Tournament on October 29.  Prizes were awarded to the top three finishers, and a total of 16 students and community members competed in the event.
· Eric Kasper (Political Science) began serving as a project evaluator for Barron County’s Drug Free Communities Support Program Grant in November 2009.  His work includes evaluating the county’s progress in decreasing youth alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use.
· Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology) began contributing a column, entitled “Alternative Pathways,” to the Rice Lake High School quarterly newsletter.  The first column was published in December 2009.
· Nancy Chick’s (English) second “Ink Blog” column in the Rice Lake Chronotype came out on March 3.  The column was titled “Feeding the Physical and the Mental” and can be viewed at http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5233856&l=3145314592&id=694855906.
· Christa James-Byrnes (Engineering) and two students, Brent Crandell and Max Super, attended the press conference for the new LEED certified DNR building in Spooner in February 2010.  They listed to presentations by the secretary of the DNR, the regional director, and the mayor.  They visited the site and attended a presentation given by the architect on the new building and the “green” technologies that it will be using.

· Danica Oudeans (Art) was selected among multiple applicants to juror the Eau Claire Regional Arts Center’s biennial regional art exhibition during the summer of 2010.
· Danica Oudeans (Art) became a member of the Rice Lake Main Street Artscape Committee.  The committee works to bring art to the Main Street district of Rice Lake and spearheaded the art banners project.
· Joel Friederich (English) and Kelli Johnson (Admissions/Youth Outreach/Physics) organized the 3nd annual Poetry Slam Competition featuring area high school students on April 28.  A total of 230 students attended the event, and 65 students participated in the competition.  Students performed original work and were judged on their performance/interpretation of their poetry.

· Eric Kasper (Political Science) organized a debate in the Fine Arts Theatre between Rice Lake’s two mayoral candidates, Dan Fitzgerald and Romaine Robert Quinn, on March 29.  Approximately 200 people attended the event, which was moderated by Ken DeNucci of WJMC News Radio.
· Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics) and Eric Kasper (Political Science) co-directed the Fifth Biannual UW-Barron County Chess Tournament on April 29.  Prizes were awarded to the top three finishers, and a total of 14 students, faculty, and community members competed in the event.
· Ryan Weaver (Library) organized a Vietnam War veterans’ event on May 7.  The event featured a 30 minute viewing of Wisconsin Public Television’s “Wisconsin Vietnam War Stories” and a discussion panel featuring area Vietnam veterans Dan Pierce of Stone Lake, and Larry Miller and Larry Anderson of Rice Lake.
· David Caithamer (Biology) is collecting field data on waterfowl use at Clam Lake and Long Lake near Siren.  The study is coordinated by the St. Croix Tribal Environmental Department and is aimed at documenting the expected benefits of wild rice restoration at Clam Lake.
· David Caithamer (Biology) instructed a group of 21 fifth graders about the anatomy and ecology of northern pike.  The highlight of the afternoon of instruction was a game of BINGO, with all students winning candy prizes.
· Tracy White (Biology) and Joel Friederich (English) taught a continuing education summer seminar on June 14th-16th entitled “Seeing the Unseen:  Discovering Hidden Worlds in Nature.”  Students learned new ways of seeing nature during guided field trips and lab activities with Professor White, discovering hidden treasures by peering inside the secrets of organisms.  Also during each session, students learned how to transform their outdoor experiences into poetry or short non-fiction pieces with Professor Friederich.
The Science and Mathematics Seminar Series   

· December 2.  Jim Adams presented a seminar on his 12 year experience as an aerospace engineer working on the Gemini and Apollo space missions and doing work for the Department of Defense.
· December 11.  Dr. Gonzalo Olmo, Associate Postdoctoral Researcher at the Instituto de Estructura de la Materia in Madrid, Spain, presented a lecture entitled “The Invisible Universe (and Beyond).”
· February 10.  Scott Hull of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources spoke about the current status of Wisconsin’s prairie grouse.
· March 10.  Dr. John Pastor, Professor of Biology at the University of Minnesota-Duluth, gave a speech entitled “The Moose and Forests of Isle Royale, Lake Superior.”  Dr. Pastor detailed the impact of moose on the forests of Isle Royale and the boreal forests of Minnesota, Canada, Scandinavia, and Russia.
· April 30.  Michael Donofrio of the Bureau of Fisheries Management gave a speech entitled, “What Does a Fisheries Manager Do?”  Donofrio discussed Wisconsin DNR efforts to manage the highly exploited fishery of Wheeler Lake in Oconto County near Lakewood, Wisconsin.
The Public Affairs Lecture Series organized by Eric Kasper (Political Science) and Troy Kozma (Philosophy)   
· September 17.  The Honorable Judge Edward Brunner, Wisconsin Court of Appeals Judge, delivered the annual UW-Barron County Constitution Day Speech.  Free pocket copies of the U.S. Constitution were distributed at the event.
· October 26.  Linda Tollefsrud (Psychology), Mary Hoeft (Communication & Theatre Arts/World Languages), Troy Kozma (Philosophy), Joel Friederich (English), Jayant Anand (Anthropology/Sociology), and Eric Kasper (Political Science) presented “Why Some Packer Fans Hate Favre:  Academics Speak Out.”  Each professor spoke about the cultural reaction to Brett Favre from his or her respective disciplinary perspective.
· November 11.  Thuy Smith and Chuck Gorecki of Thuy Smith International Outreach (TSIO) gave a Veterans Day Speech entitled “Bridging the Gap,” which refers to connecting veterans to non-veterans, Vietnam to the United States, veterans to their families, and between the veterans themselves.
· March 1.  State Representative Mary Hubler discussed many public policy issues, including pay day loan regulation, the statewide smoking ban, the jobs bill, and the appointment process for DNR secretaries.
· March 17.  Dr. Ali Abootalebi, Professor of Political Science at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, gave a lecture entitled, “U.S. Middle East Policy: Current Challenges, Future Prospects.”  Dr. Abootalebi argued that to improve the legitimacy and influence of the United States in the Middle East, a new U.S.-Iranian partnership needs to be established.
· April 19.  Dr. Andrew Blom, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Central Michigan University, gave a lecture entitled, “Making War Unnecessary:  How Should We Think about Necessity in the Resort to Force?”  Dr. Blom examined what it means for the resort to force to be necessary, and he proposed ways in which citizens and the international community can hold parties to conflicts accountable for undertaking the efforts needed to make war unnecessary.
The Music Program under the direction of Benjamin Schoening
♫
· September 12.  Pianist Tyler Wottrich hosted a piano master class from 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon in the Joel Salter Art Gallery in the UW-BC Fine Arts Building.  Additionally, Wottrich and Benjamin Schoening presented a voice and piano recital at 4:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Theatre.
· October 30-31.  Tenor Obed Floan and soprano Megan Wagner Floan gave a guest artist master class and recital in the Joel Salter Art Gallery and Fine Arts Theatre.
· November 5.  A general student recital took place in the Joel Salter Art Gallery.  Three students performed.
· December 1.  The Communiversity Symphonic Band presented their fall concert in the Fine Arts Theatre.  Musical selections included “Incantation and Dance” by John Barnes Chance, “American Pageant” by Thomas Knox, “Ammerland” by Jacob de Haan, “Puszta” by Jan Van der Roost, “Toccata and Fugue” by Johann Sebastian Bach, “Caribbean Rondo” by Pierre LaPlante, and “Sleigh Ride” by Leroy Anderson.
· December 6.  The Red Cedar Choir gave two performances of their holiday concert “What Sweeter Music” at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Rice Lake.  The choir performed a number of traditional holiday pieces.  The Copper Street Brass also performed.
· December 10.  A general student recital took place in the Joel Salter Art Gallery in the Fine Arts Building.

· March 7.  Benjamin Schoening (Music) gave a faculty voice recital, singing songs in four different languages.  He was accompanied by Tyler Wottrich.
· April 8.  A student general recital took place in the Joel Salter Art Gallery in the Fine Arts Building.

· April 15. The Communiversity Symphonic Band gave its spring concert in the Fine Arts Theatre.  The program featured pieces by such renowned composers as Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein, Richard Wagner, and Igor Stravinsky.
· April 24.  The Red Cedar Choir, under the direction of Benjamin Schoening (Music), presented its spring concert.  The choir performed “Schicksalslied” by Johannes Brahms and “Missa Festiva” by John Leavitt, among other works.
· May 6.  A student general recital took place in the Joel Salter Art Gallery in the Fine Arts Building.
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· “Doubt” – October 15-17
“Doubt,” written by Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winning writer John Patrick Shanley (“Moonstruck”), is a brilliant and powerful drama set at a Catholic school in the Bronx in 1964.  The play concerns an older nun, Sister Aloysius, who does not approve of teachers offering friendship and compassion over the discipline she feels students need in order to face the harsh world.  When she suspects a new priest of sexually abusing a student, she is faced with the prospect of charging him with unproven allegations and possibly destroying his career as well as her own.  The movie by the same name starred Meryl Streep and Philip Seymour Hoffman.
· “Snow Child” – December 10-12
This play was adapted from a Russian folk tale.  The Russian villagers in the play believe that every year the fairy Babushka would grant each worthy person their special wish for the holiday season.   The play is about fairies, magic, Demitri and Katya, and family.
· “Love Letters” – February 11-14
In this romantic performance piece by A. R. Gurney, Andrew and Melissa (played by Terry L. Wiesner and Kathy Fladten of Barron), both born to wealth and position, are childhood friends who become romantically attached and continue to exchange letters through boarding school and the college years.  They ultimately marry other partners and live different lifestyles.  This play is comprised of letters exchanged over a lifetime between these two people who grew up together, went their separate ways, but continued to share confidences.

· “The Three Bully Goats Griff” – May 7-8
With a tweak and a twist on the classic children’s tale of the Billy Goats Gruff, this play told the story of the bully Billy and how his victims united to teach him a lesson in social awareness.  The play included fun/silly characters and non-stop action.
Awards

· Sarah Bennett (Mathematics) was awarded the University of Wisconsin Colleges Chancellor’s Teaching Fellowship Award for the 2010-2011 academic year, presented by the University of Wisconsin System.  This award supports faculty working on SoTL projects; in particular, she will study how threshold concepts apply to mathematics learning.
· Terry Wiesner (Communication & Theatre Arts) won multiple awards at the Red Barn Theatre’s annual awards banquet for their 2009 season, held on January 2.  The show he directed, “Daddy’s Girl,” won Best Actor (Bob Rogers), best Supporting Actress (Heather Paulson – a former UW-BC student) and Best Show of the Season.  Wiesner also received the Barney Appreciation Award for Service to the Red Barn Theatre for his work there over the last 40 years.
· Swapnil Tripathi (Physics) has been awarded the summer research grant for doing research in General Relativity.  The title of his research project is “Static Symmetrically Symmetric Solutions in Extended Palatini Gravity.”
· Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics) was presented with the Arthur M. Kaplan award.  This award is given annually to “faculty or academic staff member(s) who has or is making significant and innovative improvement in instruction or service to students.”  Dr. van Groningen earned his award for his leadership in creating the campus honors program and for developing learning tools for his students through the use of computer-generated graphics and detailed visual components employing specialized software.
· The Annual UW-Barron County Outstanding Service Awards were presented on May 20th to the following individuals:
· Student Outstanding Service Awards: Kristina Phernetton, Aimee Lapacinski, and Eric Muench.
· Non-Instructional Academic Staff Outstanding Service Award: Mike Rogers (Business Office).

· Instructional Academic Staff Outstanding Service Award: Barney Slowey (History).

· Faculty Outstanding Service Award: Anthony van Groningen (Mathematics).

· Classified Staff Outstanding Service Award: Jeanne Savina (Student Services).

· Community Member Outstanding Service Award: Mary Hubler.
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